PREFACE

author is able incidentally to indicate the extraordinary
difficulty in making a consecutive narrative of the stirring
events which have occurred in the province. One race
after another, either ejected from elsewhere or impelled
by the lust of conquest, made its irruption into the penin-
sula ; and the action of the Marathas in changing the
old name of Saurashthra to Kathiawad was perhaps
justified by the circumstance that from the time of the
incursion of the Kathis in the eleventh century, they
have been the most constant factor in the kaleidoscopic
events of the province. It is not necessary, perhaps, to
attach unqualified credence to the rumours regarding the
origin of this interesting race; but it is of importance,
even at the present day, to have some knowledge of the
traditions which resulted in some of the most curious
tribal customs obtaining in India. Thus, the marriage
customs of the two chief branches of the Kathis, the
Sakhayat and the Awaratya, are full of interest to his-
torians of feudal times; and, though one need not agree
in holding that they indicate a model of democracy, at all
events they form a system which was exceedingly well
adapted to render possible the continuance of a social
system based on the principle of equal division of property,
as opposed to the system of primogeniture. Difficult
problems come up for decision at the present day directly
arising from these marriage customs. A member of the
Sakhayat, or landowning, branch of the Kathis invari-
ably marries into the Awaratya or landless class. A male
Awaratya marries a female Sakhayat, and she brings with
her to him a marriage portion from the landed estate of
her father sufficient to maintain her in requisite dignity
during the period of her lifetime. On her decease that
marriage portion lapses again to the landed estate of her
father's family.

The events narrated in this work demonstrate the

ix